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WARNING 

This Document contains information affecting the Na- 
tional Defense of the United States, within the mean- 
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.S. Code, as 
amended. Its transmission or revelation of its contents 
to or receipt by an unauthorized person is prohibited 
by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited. 
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OCI No . 2343/65 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Office of Current Intelligence 
1 November 1965 


MEMORANDUM 


Intelligence Memorandum OCI No. 2343/65 of 
28 October, entitled Philippine Elections , should 
be changed to read as folTows : 

(1) The third sentence of Para 2 in the sum- 
mary should read , ”The small Party for Philippine 
Progress under Raul Manglapus . . . . " 

(2) Para 12 on Page 3 should read , "Roxas 
will have some competition from SenAtor Manuel 
Manahan , the Philippine Progressive candidate. 
Manahan , a newspaperman 
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OCI No. 2343/65 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Office of Current Intelligence 
28 October 1965 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

Philippine Elections 
Summary 


1. Philippine elections on 9 November will 
decide between the i'noumberit President Diosdado 
Macapagal of the Liberal Party and his Nacionalista 
Party opponent , Ferdinand Marcos. The race appears 
to be a close one, and the last weeks of the cam- 
paign are regarded as crucial. Also contesting the 
election will be candidates for eight seats in the 
Senate — one-third of that body — and all 104 seats 
of the House of Representat ives . 

2. Intensive campaigning has been underwway 
for nearly a year. The issues have been almost 
entirely domestic, and have pointed up the lack 
of fundamental policy differences between the two 
major parties. The small People's Progressive 
Party under Raul Manglapus entered the picture in 
June , and its chief effect will be to draw votes 
from both major candidates, 

3. All three of the presidential candidates 
are Western- oriented and pledged to continue close 
and equitable relations with thenUS ahd the West on 
matters of mutual interest, The signif icance of 
the election lies not so much in who wins but in 
whether the winner institutes and pursues a basic 
socioeconamiffie reform program. Without reforms, 
generalized public discontent is likely to increase 
and the small leftist element in the Philippines 
will probably grow. 

The Candidates 


4. Diosdado Macapagal, the Liberal Party can- 
didate, is considered barely a middleweight in terms 
of political know-how, administrative ability, and 
intellectual capacity, He was elected to the presidency 
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tripling of transistor radios in the country. This 
prolif eratiPn has not only brought individual can- 
didates closer to a greater number of people, but has 
also broadened village awareness 6f domestic artd 
foreign issues. 

24. Despite the efforts of both major presidential 
candidates to arouse grass-roots support by extended 
tours of the countryside, neither has stirred any 
great popular enthusiasm. A veteran Filipino columnist 
probably reflected the sentiments of many observers 
when he commented a month before the election that he 
had no "feeling in his bones" as to who the winner 
would be. 

25. The Philippine electorate craves efficient 
and honest government and increasingly feels it does 
not get it. There is a generalized condition of dis- 
content and lawlessness in the Philippines that is fed 
by several basic and interrelated factors: widespread 
rural poverty; deep social and economic cleavage be^ 
tween upper and lower classes; extensive unemployment 
and underemploymentr, widespread graft , corruption, 
and f avoritism in government and in business. Xn the 
cities, especially among the youth, there is frustra- 
tion over the lack of political and economic opportunity. 

Remnants of a Communist insurgent organization — 
People's Liberation Army, or "Huks" — are still at large 
in densely populated Central Luzon. Although currently 
concerned chiefly with self-preservation, the Huhs rep-r 
resent a nucleus for a revived Communist movement. 

26. A renascent nationalism is growing rapidly 
in the Philippines. To some extent it feeds and is 
fed by these frustrations. Further , elements among the 
intellectuals and the press— perhaps up to 10 perqent^ 
are attracted to an anti-Western posture. 

The Qutlook 

27. Whatever the outcome of the presidential 
race, the preservation of a friendly US-Philippine 
relationship will remain one of the bases of Philippine 
policy , At the same time, however, since growing na- 
tionalism is now an established trend, the new ad- 
ministration will be highly sensitive to any indications 
that Filipino interests are being subordinated to those 
of the United States, 
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28. Both major candidates have promised to attack 
basic domestic socioeconomic problems. The prospect 
that such a program — long delayed and greatly needed — 
will be instituted and pursued by either candidate 
is uncertain. The chief obstacle will be continued 
official preoccupation with politics, Without such a 
program, nationalism and discontent are likely to 
lend themselves to leftist exploitation. This would 
present increasing problems to the Philippine Govern- 
ment in domestic administration and in the maintenance 
of a strong pro-US and pro-West position. 
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